A study of perineal wound healing after abdominoperineal resection.
A comparative study of 53 cases has revealed that a technique of complete primary closure of the perineal wound after abdominoperineal resection of the rectum and anal canal appears to be a superior, more rational approach than other orthodox techniques. (It is unsuitable for any case contaminated with pus or faeces during operation.) Redivac apparatus used through a separate route for continuous drainage from the sacral cavity has made the postoperative care easier for nurses and surgeons and this period more comfortable for the patient. It provides a simple method compared with other suction apparatus used for the same purpose. Of the 53 cases, 12 were operated on using a traditional technique involving the closure of the perineal wound around a tube drain connected to an underwater seal, while in the remaining 41 the approach described here was used. Primary healing of the perineal wound with the later approach was obtained in about 88 per cent. With the other technique the figures were 34 and 66 per cent respectively for early healing within 3 weeks and delayed healing between 3-8 weeks. Primary healing of the perineal wound reduces the total stay in hospital and the morbidity.